
IDA Europe Update

Friedel Pas, European Liaison Officer
International Dark-Sky Association

Vienna, Austria
22-23 August 2008



European Update
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• Our job
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Why we are doing this

Treats and evolutions



Environmental consequences
• Ecological consequences of artificial night 

lighting.
• Consequences of coral rifs

• Light traps for birds
• Effects of evolutions on several plants
• Disapearing of some butterflies

• Life cycle of bats and robins
• …



Human health (and mamals)

• Disruption of biological cardian system.
• World Health Organisation:

– LAN is potential cause for some cancers.
– Same level of risk as e.g. pesticides.

• Lighting industry: outdoor lighting no 
problem because of to low lighting levels.



Energy consumption

• > 30% of light is spilled to the sky!

• Sint-Niklaas signed local Kyoto protocol.
– > 6% energy reduction realized by some small 

changes on public lighting system in a couple of 
months.

• Governments need to give the good example



Night Sky

• Science can not be done in serious way.
• Promoting astronomy is difficult
• Astronomers are the canary in the light 

polluted mines.



Night Sky

• Part of our natural environement
• Part of the natural landscape
• Part of our heritage! Worth to protect.
• Universal Declaration of Human Rights of Future 

Generations:
persons belonging to future generations have the right 
to an uncontaminated and undamaged Earth, with 
untainted skies, and are entitled to enjoy these as the 
basis of human history of culture and social bonds 
making each generation and individual a member of 
one human family 



UNESCO 10-19 October 2007, 
Paris

• Recognizing ��������	�
��������	����������
���
	
�����
���
������ �����������������
������������������
	��� ���
�
�����������
��
��
����	����������	� ������������	 ����
!�"�#$��	��	
���% 
���&����
��'�%�(�����������	
��(� 	��
�������!�"�#$�#��'������%

• Recognizing ��
�������	�%�	'
���������
	��%���%��%�
��
����	�
���
�������%%
	���
	����������	���%%��������
�	���������
���%
��� 
	���������
� 	
��
���� �� 	
� �
�	���	���%�(�	��(���

• Following �����
����������!�"�#$�
�	����	)*���	
����	�+
��
�����	
����
��	�
�������%% �%������'�	������
��
�	�%�	'
�����
���% %�
��
,�����'��������+������!�"� #$�
� ,���
�����+#
%���� ���%����#���
���#�
����
���-�	 ���
.�	��
��+�



Thechniques available to solve problem

• Light only there where needed
– Is that facility needed to be lighten?

– Is only the facility aimed to be lighten, lighted?

• Light only when needed
• Not more light then the amount needed



Our job is

Changing the market



Changing the market

• Industry sell what customers request.

• When customer require only good lighting
– Industry will invest only in better lighting 

solutions



Changing the market

• Implementing good leglislation.

• Arasing awareness.

• Offer advice to customers.

• Educating lighting designers.



EU Directive

• Serious treat in doing this job -> industry 
try to define there market.

• Need to move a part of our engagement 
from local initiatives to European initiatives



Critical mass is needed

• IDA Europe membership is 157.
– 34% > 2007

– Not enough to impress EU

– Not enough to show we defend an opinion off 
EU citizens.



IDA Europe Membership
– Italy:  36
– Belgium:  26
– United Kingdom:  25
– France: 12
– Germany:  8
– Austria 7
– Netherlands: 6
– Switzerland: 6
– Sweden: 4
– Hungary: 3
– Norway: 3

–Spain: 3
–Czech Republic: 3
–Greece: 3
–Ireland: 2
–Poland: 2
–Denmark: 1
–Finland: 1
–Iceland: 1
–Luxembourg: 1
–Turkey: 1
–Croatie 1
–Slovenia 1



IDA Europe Membership

• European symposium
– Cheaper for members

– Opportunity to become member

• Affiliates, Sections, Astronomical associations:
– Offer IDA membership as option!
– Make clear the importance of IDA membership for 

local future in dark sky movement.



IDA Europe Membership

• Need membership of associations!
– Bond Beter Leefmilieu vzw (B)

– Europlanetarium vzw (B)
– Preventie Lichthnider vzw (B)

– ANPCEN (F)



!Special Offer!

• Applicable to:
– Dark Sky Advocates on Darksky2008
– Paid registration fee of 35 euro

• Offer:
– Fill in IDA membership subscription form
– Receive 5 euro
– Receive last edition of Award winning Nightscape



Sections and Affiliates

• Still countries IDA is not represented!

• New affiliated association:
– Polaris

– Poland



European Awareness Event

• Increasing awareness of general public
• Increasing awareness of governments
• Increasing awareness of involved parties

• Can generate huge press attention on LP



European Awareness Event

• Existing national awareness events can be 
included.

• Important aspects:
– Need to be open for public participation.
– Need to be sexy for the press.

• Nice to have:
– Involve other parties like environmental 

associations, local governments, culture 
associations…



European Awareness Event

• When:
– During IYA2009

– In combination with Earth Hour
– March 28, 2009

• Name:
– Earth Night?

– European Dark Skies Night?
– …



European Awareness Events

• Proof of concepts in English available

• Inform about initiatives and problems to 
europe@darksky.org



Awareness to your MEP’s

• Inform them about LP.

• Inform them about treats of EU Directive

• Inform them about solutions.



European Lighting Design Award

• Nominated by dark sky advocates
• Base of a picture
• No clear rules about what is required
• Decided by Bob Gent

� More professional award.



European Lighting Design Award

• Evaluation will be done on this points:
– Lighting to the sky need to be avoided.

– Lighting levels need to be minimized.
– The sense of lighthing the facility

– When lighting the facility
– Not lighting outside the target area.

• Extra’s:
– Energy savings realized.

– Realized the project awareness on Light Pollution



European Lighting Design Award

• Subscibtion need to be done by application 
form:
– Ask the required information

– Request the documents to attach.

• In future:
– Lighting designs plans and optical files will be 

necesary.



European Lighting Design Award

• Evaluation by jury:
– Chris Baddiley (UK)

– Diego Bonatta (I)
– Jan Hollan (CZ)

– Friedel Pas (coordination)

• Winner:
– Receive award.
– Can give presentation about the project.



European Lighting Design Award

• Goal:
– Has to become an important lighting award

– Creating competition for lighting designers and 
government to do good lighting practices

– in future a yearly theme.
– European database of good lighting examples.



IDA Europe on Second Life®

• Sim with meeting room and conference room.
– Can be held meetings with IDA people from all over 

Europe.
– Broadcast symposiums:

• General Annual meeting in Tucson.
• 8th European Symposium for Protection of the Night Sky.

– Reviewing presentations.
– Exhibitions.

• Sponsored by www.metapartners.be



Thank you!
• Tireless engagement for Dark Skies

• Arising awareness
• Increasing awareness on European level

• To help to protect:
– The environment
– Human health
– World heritage of a starry sky

• Helping realize:
– Better and more intelligent lighting
– Reducing energy consumption
– Increasing visibility
– Increase safety.



Help is Available

• International Dark-Sky Association
• Website:  www.darksky.org
• Hundreds of Information Sheets
• Slides, Videos, Posters

europe@darksky.org
skype: darkskyprotector

SL: Friedel Pastorelli
GSM: +32-474-501795


